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Letter to Captain S. E. Morison, 6 March 1950, by Lieutenant
Commander Aertsen, USNR. Discussion of Admiral ILees
messages to Halsey at Leyte Task Force 34.

Oldendorf's Night Order Book, 21-27 October 1944
The material in this, while at times difficult to read,

is all important information on Leyte--Halsey, Task Force
34, etc.
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FOR ADMIRAL KING'S EYES ONLY FROM KINKAID X YOUR

111584 X ‘&) X EARLY SIGHTINGS MOVEMENTS AND STRIKES

AGAINST SAN BERNARDINO FORCE WERE KNOWN TO ME THROUGH
PROMPTLY TRANSMITTED BESPATCHES X B X OOM 3RD FLT

24@612 REMOVED CERTAIN FAST BATTLESHIPS CRUISERS AND
DESTROYERS FROM TG 38,2 AND TG 38,4 TO FORM TF 34
INDICATING PREPARATIONS TO ENGAGE STRONG ENEMY SURFACE
FORCE THEN IN SIBUYAN SEA X G X CTF 38 DESPATCH ALSO
MUMBER 245612 REPORTED QUOTE ENEMY FLEET MILLING AROUND
ATMLESSLY IN SEVERAL GROUPS UNQUOTE X D) X COM 3RD FLT
241164 REPORTED RESULTS OF STRIKES AND THAT MAIN BODY
REYERSED COURSE TO 27¢ ABOUT 14¢@ AND STATED QUOTE CTG
38,3 HAS SCUTTLED PRINCETON AND CLOSED 38.2 AND 38,4 WHICH
ARE MOW CONCENTRATED OFF ENTRANCE TO SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT
UNQUOTE X E£° X COM 3RD FLT 241124 GAVE THE 1925 ITEM POSI-

 TION OF ENEMY FORCE IN SiBUYAN SEA AND STATED THAT QUOTE AM

PROCEEDING NORTH WITH 3 GROUPS TO ATTACK ENEMY CARRIER
FORCE AT DAWN UNQUQOTE X NO MENTION WAS MADE OF THE NEWLY

{ ORGANIZED TF 34 COMPOSED OF HEAVY SURFACE SHIPS REMOVED

ﬁ FROM THE CARRIER GROUPS AND WHICH THEREFORE WAS ASSUMED STILL

TO BE OFF SAN BERNARDINC STRAIT X{E}X COM 3RD FLT 241215
STATED QUOTE MY 241124 PART OF FORCE SIGHTED BY SNOOPER
BETWEEN BURIES AND MASBATE AT 2¢3¢ ITEM UNQUOTE X:é)X
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DURING EARLY MORNING HOURS IN THE PROCESS OF CHECKING
AND EVALUATING THE SITUATION COM 3RD FLT WAS ASKED IF
TF 34 WAS GUARDING SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT CTF 77 DESPATCH 2
241912 X HIS REPLY COM 3RD FLT 2422¢4 RECEIVED ABOUT SAME TIME
AS REPORTS OF CONTACT CVE'S WITH ENEMY FORCE OFF SAMAR
STATED QUOTE NEGATIVE X TF 34 IS WITH CARRIER GROUPS NOW
ENGAGING ENEMY CARRIER FORCE UNQUOTE X )X IT WAS MANDATORY
THAT 7TH FLEET FORCES BE DISPOSED TO PROTECT AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATIONS BY GUARDING LEYTE GULF X INITIAL DISPOSITIONS
SURFACE FORCES WERE SUCH AS TO COVER BOTH SOUTHERN AND
EASTERM ENTRANCES TO LEYTE GULF COM 7TH FLT 289182 X THUS
GUARDING AGAINST ENEWY FORCES ENTERING LEYTE THROUGH
SURIGAO  STRAIT OR THROUGH THE EASTERN ENTRANCE HAVING
STEAMED THROUGH SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT AND DOWN THE COAST
OF SAMAR ISLAND X IN ACCORDANCE CTF 77 DESPATDH 248325
'OF THE 5 PBY'S AVAILABLE 2 WERE ORDERED SEARCH MINDANAO SEA
AND CAMOTES SEA AREA NIGHT OF 24-25 OCT AND THREE COVERED
SECTORS S, T, U OF SEARCH PLAN F (REVISED) g jeH EXTEND
FOR 6@@ MILES BETWEEN BEARING 341 AND #17 FROM TACLOBAN
FLIGHTS PASSING OUT EASTERN ENTRANCE TO LEYTE X NO CONTACTS

WERE MADE BY NIGHT SEARCHES X CVE'S WERE ORDERED BY CTF 77

(PAGE 2 CF 3 PAGES)
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DESPATCH 241656 ITEM TO MAKE DAWN SEARCH OF SECTORS
340 TO @39 ORIGIN SULUAN 1SLAND DISTANGE 135 MILES X
MO CONTACT REPORTS RECE!VED UNTIL VISUAL CONTACT WITH

~ ENEMY FORCE HAD BEEN MADE BY QYE's x CVE'S WERE ORDERED
BY THE SAME DESPATCH TO MAINTAIN 24 HOUR VT STRIKE GROUP
WITH 12 TOBPEDO LOADED READY FOR LAUNCHING WITH YF ESCORT
IN EVENT SURFACE CONTACT X BEFORE DAWN TU 77.4,1 LAUNCHED
STRIKE AGAINST REMNANTS ENEMY FORCE [N MI{NDANAO SEA X
MACARTHUR | NFORMED

Declassified by autho!'ity of
General Declassification
Schedule of Executive Order
12958 dated 17 April 1995

FROM:  CTF 77
TO: COMINCH, CNO

RDO CR147 ouT DECEMBER 16
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